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CHAPTER I 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
The analysis of ten currently used third grade basal 
reading books was made for the purpose of finding out how 
much geographical content the reading books contained. 
The study will attempt to show: 
1. Types of references mentioned, such as : 
a . continents 
b. countries 
c. cities and towns 
d. rivers 
e. sections or regions 
f. states 
g. mountains 
h. bodies of water 
1. islands 
2. Words of geographical signiftcance in the books 
which do not appear under the above headings 
3. Places mentioned in the books 
4. The type of information found in the stories which 
concerns itself with geographical content 
In tabulating the geographical content of ea ch book , 
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words with geographical significance were counted only once, 
even though each word was mentioned several times in the book . I 
The geographical material found in this study will be 
used as a basis for correlat i on with the social studies. In-
stead of presenting the child with a list of words having no 
apparent meaning to him, the writer will stress the importance 
of children having an understanding and an appreciation of the 
geographical content in their books so that they may build a 
background of accurate concepts which will give meaning to 
stories about far-away countries and a usable knowledge of 
the geography of their own country. 
J. R. Whitaker, while recognizing the pertinence of 
world geography , cautions us concerning our eagerness to teach 
the geography of far-off countries . He says: 
In our zeal for teaching the geography of distant 
lands , we must not lose sight of the even greater 
responsibility we have for making known the geography 
of our own nation, state , and local area . 1 
W. R. McConnell in his book Geography Around the World 
uses this explanation for a child's need of studying about 
the world and its people : 
The earth is your home . You can never know too 
much about it. Each year you will learn more through 
your study of geography. You will learn still more 
by reading books , magazines , and newspapers. You will 
travel over parts of it and see it for yourself. Al-
ready you know that it is a great round ball. Part of 
1 J. R. Whitaker , "New Emphases in Geography," Peabody Journal 
of Education, 21 : 227 , January 1944. 
2 
it is land and a larger part is water. Almost every-
where on the land people are living. They are like you 
in some ways, and different in some ways , but they all 
need the same thing you do. 
Ships sail back and forth across the oceans. Air-
planes fly over the land and water, halfway around the 
earth in two or three days. Over the radio you listen 
to people speaking from every continent, and you hear 
their words as soon as they speak them. The earth is 
your home. There are no faraway places , really, or 
strange people. 2 
Many regions of the world are visited by children through 
textbook reading . The journey treatment introduces geographic 
concepts in natural settings ac cording to Dodge . 3 Children 
seem to enjoy imaginative journeying. Stul l 4 found that 
journey geography suits elementary school pupils and that they 
do enjoy visits to far-off places. 
Teachers must help to make the child's journeying mean 
something to him. 
2 W. R. McConnell, Geography Around the World , foreword . 
(New York: Rand McNally, 1945). 
0 Richard Dodge and Earl Lackey, The World and I ts People. 
(New York : Rand McNally, 19o2) p. iv. 
4 Deforest Stull ru~d Roy Hatch , Journeys Through Many Lands . 
(Boston : Allyn and bacon, 1941) p . l ii . 
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CHAPTER II 
RELATED RESEARCH AND RELATED LITERATURE 
In carrying on research to indicate what has been done 
in t he analysis of third grade reading books for geographi-
cal content, the writer found that a study had been made in 
1938 by Mis s Mary Meighen and Miss Edith Barth.l The writers 
of the study were interested in knowing to what extent geogra-
phic material was introduced in third grade readers, and 
whether the number of geographic references was increasing or 
decreasing in third grade books . Twenty readers were examined . 
Ten of the books were published between the years 1925-1930, 
and ten between the years 1930-1937 . Meighen and Barth listed 
the names of the places appearing in the greatest number of 
stories and also noted the type of reference mentioned in 
the greatest number of stories. The information which they 
found was presented in two tables to show the kinds and num-
ber of geographic references . In tabulating the geographical 
content of each book, a country, continent, state , city, moun-
tain, ocean, island, river, and section or region were counted 
only once, even though the place was rrentioned several times 
in the stories . Places appearing in fewer than ten stories 
1 Mary Mei~en and Edith Barth, "Geographic Material i n Third 
Readers , Elementary English Review, 15:299-301, .lllay 1938 . 
-4-
were not included in the tabulation. Table I showed that the 
books published between 1925-1930 contained the names of the 
following places: America in 38 stories; England in 19 storiesi 
United States in 11 atoDes; China in 11 stories; Japan in 11 
stories and New York City in 11 stories. The books published 
between 1930-1937 contained the names of the following places: 
America in 23 stories ; England in 12 stories; Uni ted States in 
10 stories; China in 11 stories; Japan in 13 stories; New York 
City in 12 stories; Holland in 16 stories and the Far North 
in 12 stories. 
Table II listed the type of reference, such as countries, 
continents , cities, s ec tions or regions, states, rivers, is-
lands, mountains and oceans. The actual names of the geogra-
phical references did not appear in the table. The books with 
copyright dates between 1925-1930 gave the following informa-
tion: the names of countries in 105 stories; continents in 50 
stories; cities in 49 stories; sections or regions in 33 sto-
ries; states in 21 stories ; rivers in 6 stories; islands in 6 
stories; mountains in 5 stories; oceans in 5 stories. The 
books of later copyright dates, from 1930-1937, lis ted the 
names of countries as appearing in 130 stories; continents 
in 11 stories; cities in 20 stories; sections or regions in 
48 stories; states in 12 stories; rivers in 2 stories; is-
lands in 2 stories; mou~ains in 2 stories and the names of 
oceans in 8 stories. 
The writer of the present study is using the same type 
5 
of reference as was used in Table II of the Meighen and Barth2 
study with but two slight changes. The third type of refer-
ence will read cities and towns, and the last reference will 
refer to bodies of water . 
The following conclusions were reached in the previous 
study. A great amount of geographic material was introduced 
in the third grade readers . About the same amount of geo-
graphic material appeared in the readers prior to 1930 as ap-
peared after 1930. The majority of geographical references 
were centered around a few places such as America, England, 
United States, China, Japan, the Far North and New York City. 
Many geographic terms were introduced which needed the use 
of maps and pictures to make them clear to children. Many of 
the s tories in third grade readers would not be especially 
meaningful to children unless they knew something about the 
location and the environmental features of the region intro-
duced. 
The writers of the former study felt that one of the big 
problems connected with the teaching of geography and history 
was the difficulty which many pupils experience in under-
standing the reading content of these subjects. They felt 
that the degree and quality of meaning which the pupils 
achieved from social science material was low. They went 
on to state that part of the lack of meaning was due to the 
2 Ibid., pp. 299-301. 
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pupils' inability to identify words, and a big part of the 
difficulty was the lack of sufficient background to appreciate 
new concept.s which were introduced . 
The above writers urged teachers to give their pupils a 
background of concepts which would give meaning to stories 
built around specific regions in far-away countries and around 
facts which call for an appreciation of distance&. The rea-
son for this appeal is found in the following paragraph: 
The radio , the automobile, the movies, the news-
papers, and the family conversation have carried even 
the youngest child out of his immediate environment 
into world interests, so we should not deprive the child 
of stories about foreign lands, but we as teachers must 
give attention to setting the stage for the reading of 
this material. We must clarify concepts and build up 
meanings. 3 
The writers of the previous study and the writer of the 
present study are firm in their belief that if children are 
going to read with understanding, they must be able to orient 
themselves as they read. They must have me~ al pictures which 
mean something to them. The teacher, by ;~making use of t he 
children~ experiences, and by using pictures and maps should 
build up a background of meaning which will help the child 
to read with understanding and pleasure. 
Without an adequate background to appreciate the material 
of the printed page, there will continue to be boys and girls 
who will think the thoughts of Little Benny, who said : 
3 Ibid., p. 300. 
7 
I n real life , countries are e i t.her whi te or green 
depending on whether the climate is better for snow or 
grass , but in Goggriffy books countries are all diffe-
rent color's on account of the invention of paint. 4 
Hillyer , realizing the great importance of giving chil-
dren meaningful concepts , says in the introduction of his 
book : 
This book is for the child who thinks heaven is in 
the sky and hell is under the ground; has never heard of 
London or Paris , and thinks a Dane is a kind of dog. I t 
is to show the child what is beyond the horizon, from 
Kalamazoo to Timbuktu . 
5 
He gives an interesting example of reading concept when 
he says : 
I had been reading to a class from an excellent travel 
book for children. The author said , ' We arrived tired 
and hungry and found quarters in the nearest hotel .' 
The children understood ' found quarters ' to mean that 
the travelers had picked up 25 cent pieces in the hotel. 
What concepts does a third grade child bring to the 
printed page on which he finds statements such as the follow-
ing: 
On the second day , the train ran from Quito down 
6 
to the seashore of Ecuador . I t went down the mountains - -
down, down . Klat , klat ran the train, to the city with 
the fine harbor . 
7 
And the sea , outside the coral reef, was a great 
4 Lee Page , Little Benny ' s Book (New York: Van Guard Publish-
ing Company, 1926 ) p. 26 .----
5 V. M. Hillyer , ! Child ' s Geography of the World (New York : 
The Century Company, 1929) p . xi . 
6 Ibid., p . xiv . 
7 David R. Russell and Gretchen Wulfing , Friends Far and Near 
(Boston: Ginn and Company, 1948 ) p . 197. ---
8 
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blue circle. Toto had never seen so much of it before 
at one time . 8 
The Zuider Zee is a great sea that cuts out a big 
piece of the north of Holland. 
9 
That night a long train of wagons cnossed the muddy I 
waters of the Missouri River. 10 
Concerning travel H~llyer writes: 
Nowadays travel is so easy that every child may 
look forward to traveling some day. His travel should 
not be as meaningless as the simple sailor who goes round 
the world and returns with nothing but a parrot and a 
string of beads. 11 
Van Der Kar has this to say : 
Teachers must make a zealous effort to see that new 
words have associations or references which are under-
stood in the context of the child's actual experience; 
outer events and inner feelings should be related in , 
harmonious patterns. 12 I 
'l'hralls and Reeder speak of the importance of intelligent I 
reading . They say: 
I f children are going to read intelligently and with 
discrimination, a cons iderable background of fundamental 
principles, generalizations, and locational geography is 
essential. Because of lack of background, people skip 
most of the vital news . Children who are studying China 
and reading about lt:h c l ass will read with greater interes j 
8 Ibid • , p . 1 '12 • ·. 
9 Arthur I. Gates , Miriam B. Huber, Celeste C. Peardon and 
Frank S. Salisbury, On Longer Trails (New York: The Macmilla · 
Company, 1945) p . 224. 
10Gerald Yoakam, Kathleen Hester and Louise Abney, Children 
Everywhere (New York: Laidlaw Brothers, Inc., 1947 ) p. 99 • 
11 V. M. Hillyer, ! Ch ild 1 s GeograEhY £!~World (New York: 
The Century Company, 1929) p. xv. 
12 Leonard Miles Van Der Kar, The Child at Home and at School 
(New York: Ame~ican Book Compan~ 1944) p. 54'5-:--
l 
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and with far more intelligence the accounts of the 
Chinese situation than will the average adult who has 
not had good training in geography. These children 
will be interested in travel accounts , and thus their 
reading will be directed along stimulating lines. 13 
The writer feels that the foundation for teaching chil-
dren to think and see geographically should be laid in the 
primary grades . It is necessary , of course , for the teacher 
to plan ahead and clear up concepts so that the children will 
understand what they read and not merely say the words in par-
rot-like fashion with no meaning attached and no interest 
aroused. Preston14 believes that geographical content should 
be used to interpret the significance of the region being 
_1 1~-----
II 
considered but that it holds little promise when it is isolate ' . 
Stu1115 adds strength to this idea by saying that literature 
of all kinds takes on a deeper meaning if the geographical 
background is properly stressed. 
Barton goes on to state that: 
It is the experiences gained during the primary years 
that will give children a geographical point of view. 
Understanding of geographic content in primary grades 
will provide sound basic concepts for further study of 
the subject • . 
16 
I 
I 
13 Zoe Thralls and Edwin Reeder , Geography in the Elementary 
School (New York : Rand McNally Company, 193~pp. 23 , 24, 2 • 
14 R. C. Preston , 11Sources of Social Studies Content," Elemen-
tary School Journal, 45:557 , June 1945 . 
15 Deforest Stull, "Geography in the Social Studies Program, 1~ 
Sixth Yearbook of the National Council for the Social 
Studies , 1936, P: 73. --- ---
! 
l6 Thomas Frank Barton, 11Geogra};hical Instruction in the Pri-
--rr===-c=ma= r-=y==Level , 11 ~ Journal .2.f Geo_g_r_a_p_h_y, 47 : 99 , March 1948. 
II ----l 
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As a result of the experiences gained in lower grades , 
children will be led to see that geography deals with real 
life on a real earth. Stu1117 says , when speaking of the 
importance of early geographic trainin~ that when imaginary 
journeys are taken up later on, the children will have real 
foundations on which to build. Having the foundation will 
lead to the development of an understanding that countries 
are related by mutual interests and that among the peoples of 
the world there is an interdependence. 
Craf speaks with conviction when he says: 
The time is past when the inhabitants and citizens of 
one nation can completely ignore the likes and dislikes 
of the inhabitants and citizens of other nations . Only 
by mutual understanding and cooperation can a firm foun-
dation for future understanding , good will , trust, and 
cooperation be erected. 18 
Craf goes on to say: 
One of the most natural of all stimuli among young 
people is curiosity, and geography offers unending op-
portunities by delving into the unknown, unfamiliar , and 
strange things . The pupil, however , must be carefully 
guided . The teacher can accomplish much by ';breaking the 
ice,' eliminating the idea of isolationism and fostering 
a spirit of international cooperation and good wil l. 19 
Thralls and Reeder believe that children's reading is 
influenced by geography in two ways: through redirection and 
through making what is read more meaningful . They go on to 
17 Op. cit. , p. 81. 
18 John R. Craf, "The Teaching of' Geography," Social Studies , 
34:298, November 1943 . 
19 Ibid., pp. 297, 298. 
11 
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express the following belief: 
Children turn with greater interest to books of travel 
and description dealing with any region which they have 
studied . They have acquired associations and interests 
which make them conscious of such books . They read with 
greater satisfaction because they have a background on 
which to build. They have a basis Which assists them in 
the comprehension of distant places and people. In 
imagination the children go traveling , exploring, and 
adventuring , and , as they read , all the glory and wonder 
attendant on such activities become their own . 20 
Maps and globes carry a certain fascination for young 
children. They go eagerly to a map or a globe to find places 
where they have been or where Mommy and Daddy have been. 
They talk about places they would like to see . An interested 
and i ntelligent teacher has set the stage by having maps and 
globes in her room arranged conveniently for use. Crawford 
has aptly said, 11 All things are new to little children, and 
fortunate are they whose teachers create an atmosphere in 
which appreciation may develop. 1121 
Gluck22 writes that maps are no longer wall decorations 
but are one of the most important instruments in teaching 
geography. He speaks of educators who consider the map to 
be by far the most important of all visual aids in education. 
The writer believes with the educators that maps are 
important , , but she is inclined to think that mapa and pictures 
20 Zoe Thralls and Edwin Reeder, Geography in the Elementary 
School (New York: Rand McNally Company, 193rr-pp . 28, 29. 
21 Winifred E. Cr,a111ford, "Pictures in Geography Teaching, 11 
Education, 64:440, March 1944. 
22 Harold Gluck , "Geography Today, 11 Social Studies, 32:301, 
No_y:ember 1941. 
12 
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/ used together give children, especially younger children, a I I I' ' clearer concept of people and places . I n the writer ' s opinion!' 
it would be difficult to say which visual aid is more impor-
tant. 
Crawford emphasizes the value of pictures when she says: 
Pictures should be a part of the development of each new 
concept that cannot be presented through direct experi-
ence. Accurate pictures in most cases mean accurate 
mental image s: the material with which little people 
think. 23 
Again from Crawford, this time in defense of the map 
and globe: 
Pupils need to spend much time with the map and globe 
so that current pic tures may quickly take their proper 
place in the world , or if a location is unknown, the 
pupils need to form the habit of seeking the maps or 
globes . 
24 
Whitaker25 calls the map the accepted and universal lan-
guage of all geography. 
Hogan and Yeschko , who believe that pictures play a 
major part in giving children c l ear and meaningful concepts, 
say: 
In an effort to make children world- conscious through an 
appreciative understanding of our neighbors , the fore-
most authors and illustrators of children's literature j 
have devoted their art to portraying foreign countries . 
1 and peoples in so fascinating a manner that internationa I barriers may be broken down and long-cherished prejudice 
I -=-:23:-:---- - --0p . cit. , p . 440. 
II 24 Ibid • ' p • 4059 • 
/LI. 25 J. R. Whitaker, "New Emphases in Geography," Peabody 
__ [ J ournal of Education, 21:227, January 1944. 
,, 
dissolved. 
26 
Pictures were ra t ed high as an important visual aid in 
a study made by Conner27 concerning science content in rirst 
grade books . I n the twenty-five books analyzed , the science 
concepts were round to be almost equally divided between 
picture and text material . I n the pic tures , there were 84 
concepts , and in the text there were 88 concepts . 
Crawrord28 believes that well used pictures help keep 
our pupils abreast of the meanings of geographic experiences 
which their brothers , relatives , ~nd rriends are having . She 
reels that later the boys and girls or today will be able to 
carry on intelligent conversation and be compatible travel 
companions with these men and women. 
The writer agrees with Billings , who has summarized her 
reelings conc erning the use or maps , globes and pictures 
in primary grades as follows : 
Berore either a map or a gl obe is presented to a 
primary child , he should become familiar with many pic-
tures , showing people living and working in their natural 
and cultural environments. Pic tures which show how 
people have adapted or used the natural landscape to fit 
26Marita Hogan and Margaret Yeschko , "Latin American Coun-
tries in Children ' s Literature , " Elementary English Review, 
15 :225, May 1938 . 
27 Elizabeth C. Conner , ttAn Analys i s of the First Grade Books 
or Five Basal Reading Series for Scienc e Content , " (un-
published Master ' s Thesis , Boston University, 1948) pp . l-6~ . • 
28 Winifred E. Crawrord , "Pictures in Geography Teaching :, 11 
Education, 64 : 439, March 1944. 
14 
their own needs will give the child a background on which 
new geographic concepts can be built. By using pictures 
as a base on which to build, we can move from the known, 
actual landscape to the unknown area of map symbolism. 29 
Children will then realize that they are not hearing and 
reading about imaginary people and places, but real people in 
a real world. 
The radio and the airplane have made distance seem as 
nothing. ' Whitaker30 feels that the radio and the airplane 
have brought all parts of the earth into one community . He 
feels that the last World War has simply made us more fully 
aware of a need that already existed. 
Gluck offers his opinion by saying : 
We no longer conceive of distance as measured in 
terms of miles, but in terms of time . Through the air-
plane , Europe and South America are next door to us. 
With the radio, Europe and South America are at our arm-
chair. We see that isolation is impossible becaus e dis-
tance is meaningless. 31 
There is such a richness of background to be gained by 
boys and girls today in the study of their own land and other 
countries. Teachers, working with these boys and girls, shoul< 
take great care to give them an accurate idea of every new 
term, feature , symbol or other item presented. 
29 I sabel K. Billings , "Minimum Essentials in Maps and Globes 
in the Primary Grades ," School Science and Mathematics , 
48:217, March 1948. 
30 J. R. Whitaker , "New Emphases in Geography," Peabody Journa-l 
of Education, 21:226, January 1944. 
3l Harold Gluck, "Geography Today," Social Studies :, 32:301, 
November 194J.. 
15 
By casual or haphazard reading children are not able to 
learn the necessary background. Miller says: 
' 
I nvestigation has shown that many errors frequently made 
by children in geographic thinking are attributable to 
mistaken concepts of things~which they are attempting to 
use as a basis for thinking. 
32 
Eisen goes on further in stressing the importance of ac-
curate concept by saying: 
Many of the experiences necessary to have geography make 
ita contribution to social education are acquired through 
proper use of reading materials . Reading is the ability 
to get ' the big idea ' from the printed page. If, t h rough 
our guiding young people to gain regional understandings , 
an interest in reading stories and seeing motion p ictures 
about these peoples has been created, geographic knowledg 
will be advanced. When new concepts have been developed 
and curiosity has been aroused so that the learner feels 
the need and has the desire to read to satisfy his 
curiosity , then there is ' reading readiness.• 33 
Thralls and Reeder warn : 
Quite too frequently , descriptions children read are on ly 
of the curious and unusual. Consequently , the children ' s 
ideas and mental images of foreign peoples and lands are 
twisted and untrue. Their attitude toward other lands 
and peoples is a strange mixture of curiosity, fear and 
repulsion. Unfortunately, in many cases , this attitude 
continue s throughout life. 
34 
Lin En-Lan r ealizes the importance of understanding, when 
with Chinese wisdom he says, "In working for a postwar peace , 
and in promoting better understanding among the peopl e of 
the world, we must try to see and to understand these people 
32 George J. Mill er , Geography: How to Teach It , (Bloomington, 
Illinois: McKnight and McKnight Publishing Co ., 1934) p . 1. 
33Edna E. Eisen, "Reading in Geography," The Journal of Geo-
graphy, XLVII:l07, 109, March 1948. 
Elementar 
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in their own setting. 1135 
Children are filled with curiosity. The y are interested 
in the 11whatn and the "whyu of things. Accurate findings 
will give the little child a feeling of being at home in his 
environment and will make him feel a part of a larger world . 
RUL~ble speaks interestingly when he says: 
From colonial t imes to the present, our youth have 
been interested in geography. They have been interested 
not only in the i r own c ountry but they have hungered for 
information concerning lands where other people live . 
With al l eyes turned t oward our neighbors across the 
Atlantic and Pacific, toward the south andnorth side , 
it would seem that the time has c ome to do something 
about the geographic illiterac y of American boys and 
girls . Let our children be educated in the technique s 
of thinking geographically about world problems. 36 
The above quotation presents a challenge to teachers . 
Let us accept it , and through the proper use of materials, 
hand the challenge on to our boys and girls so they r~y be 
"educated in thetachniques of thinking geographically about 
world problems. "37 
The t eacher will be interested in what Harris ha s to 
say about reading: 
An act of reading involves the ability to perceive symbo s 
correctly and to attach relevant meanings to the symbols 
Yet no symbol or group of symbols may be me aningfully 
perceived if the experiences which make meaning possible 
35 Lin En-Lan , "The Physical Setting.of China , " The Journal 
of Geography, 45:1 , January 1946. 
36 Heber Eliot Rurritll3 , "Early Geography I ns t ruction in Ameri -
ca," Social Studies, 37:268, October 1946. II 
37 I bid ., p . 268. I 
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'' 
are vague , poorly organized, or lacking. On the other 
hand, if a variety of concrete, well-organized , and 
relevant experiences are available, students who possess 
the basic competencies in reading, should read with 
understanding . 
' 38 
Leave1139 ' believes as does Harris ·that a person who 
reads in the active sense must carry to his reading a rich 
background of related concepts, understandings , ~rinciples, 
and experiences. 
Sister Herbers40 also emphasizes the fact that effective 
reading occurs only when the reader realizes accurate meaning, 
the result of correct concepts. 
-As a result of reading , studying pictures , . u,sing maps 
arid globes and the children's own experiences, Crawford says: 
The power to do reflective thinking in the realm of geo-
graphic relationships in our world today, should lead our 
boys and girls , now, and as they grow older , to work for 
the betterment of our democracy and for a foreign policy 
18 
I' which will give lasting peace to the peoples of the world 1 
38 Theodore L. Harris, "Making Reading an Effective Instru-
ment of Learning in _the Content Fields," Forty-Seventh 
Yearbook of the National Society for the Study of Education 
1948, p. 118 . 
39 Ullin W. Leavell, "Functional Reading and Democratic Living 11 
Peabody Journal of Education, 17 : 125 , November 1939. 
40 Sister M. Benigna Herbers, "Comprehension Difficulties i n 
a Third Grade Reader," Elementary English Review, 16: 57, 
October 1939 . 
4l Winifred E. Crawford, "Pictures in Geography Teaching,u 
Education , 64:441, March 1944. 
II 
CHAPTER III 
PROCEDURE 
In the Elementary English Review for May 1938, the 
writer read an interesting article written by Meighen and 
Barthl concerning geographical material in third grade readers . 
The authors of the article had analyzed twenty third grade 
readers for geographical content , ten of which were published 
between the years 1925-1930, and ten between 1930-1937 . The 
study had been made to determine whether the amount of geo-
graphic content in thir d grade readers was increasing or de-
creasing. The authors found that there was very little dif-
ference in the amount of material in third readers before and 
afte r 193~ so the age of the reading book made little diffe-
renee in the amount of geographic content . 
The writer of the present study thought it would be in-
teresting to compare the books analyzed in the former study 
with ten currently used third readers to find if the geogra-
phical content had increased or decreased or had remained a-
bout the same . 
Letters were written to Miss Meighen in Washington and 
1 Mary Meighen and Edith Barth, 11Geographical Material in 
Third Readers , 11 Elementary English Review, 15 : 299-301, 
May 1938 . 
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to Miss Barth in Michigan asking for additional data whic~ the 
writer would need to make the study complete. The answer 
proved to be disappointing. The files containing the research 
for the former study had been destroyed some time ago. 
However, still interested in the subject of geographical 
content , but without the necessary information for comparison 
to proceed with the proposed study satisfactorily, the writer 
decided to launch out on a similar study which would analyze 
ten currently used third grade basal readers for geographical 
content and would follow somewhat the same plan used in the 
former study . 
Letters were then written to various book publishing com-
panies requesting the latest third grade basal reading books 
for the study. (A basal reader is one of a series of books 
in a reading system. It can be factual , literary, learn to 
study or story and contains a recognized basal vocabulary 
approved by reading authorities.) The requests for the books 
were willingly granted. Ten book companies were to be re-
presented in the study. Only one of the companies mentioned 
a 1949 basal reader which would be off the press supposedly 
during the summer, but too late to be used in this study. 
~efore analyzing the ten books , geographical content 
had to be defined. The writer decided to use Ekblow 1 s 
definition of geography. He stated : 
Geography is the science of place , ~s attributes and 
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their relationships. The attributes of place are: 
climate , terrain, mineral resources , soils, vegetation, 
animal life and man . 2 
Each continent, country, city and town, river , sectlon 
or region, state , mountain , body of water and island mentioned 
in each book was recorded on a separate card and placed under 
the proper file heading. Other words of geographical signi-
ficance in the books which were not placed under any of the 
above headings were recorded separately under Words of Geogra-
phical Significance, the writer keeping in mind Ekblow 1 s at-
tributes of place. The names of places were also recorded. 
I n tabulating the geographical content of each book, 
words were counted only once, even though each word was men-
tioned several times in the book . 
Given below are extracts from the different basal readers 
which indicate types of geographical material from which the 
analyses for the present study were made . 
If the world were a lemon, one could tie a string 
around its middle. Then that string would cut the 
world in half. The bumps on the two ends of the lemon 
would he the North Pole and the South Pole , both cold 
and icy . 3 
I want to go to the Fete of the Blue Nets at Con-
carneau . 
Concarneau is a little walled town built upon an 
2 Dr . W. Elmer Ekblow, "Definition of Geography , tt Monadnock, 
of the Clark University Geographical Society, front cover, 
December 1948. 
3 David R. Russell and Gretchen Wulfin?, Friends Far and 
Near (Boston: Ginn and Company, 1948} p . 189. 
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island . 4 
Someday if you grow up to be a traveler , you will 
want to go to North Africa . There you may see t h e great 
desert that stretches far across the land . 5 
They had stopped near the Missouri River . They 
were waiting there for more people to join t hem before 
they went on over the Great Plains toward California. 6 
Near the North Pole , an Eskimo named E-took- a- shoo 
invited them into his snow house . 7 
They got out of the car and stood for a long time 
looking out over the Bad Lands . As far as they could see 
were steep and painted hills . These hills were red and 
yellow, white and blue with purple shadows. No green 
grass was on the ground between the hills , and the few 
small tree s looked black . 8 
Nick was rowing a summer vis i tor along the coast 
of Canada. The sea around them was full of rocks . All 
of a studden, fog came in from the sea and settled around 
them like a thick cloud. I t covered up the dangerous 
rocks along the coast . 
9 
Early the next morning they had breakfast on the 
Is land of Trinidad . They were so on high in the sky and 
4 Mabel O'Donnell and Al ice Carey , If I Were Going (New York: 
Row, Peterson and Company, 1948 ) p . 155. 
5 Ibid ., p . 270 . 
6 Gerald Yoakam, Kathleen Hester and Louise Abney, Children 
Everywhere , (New York: Laidlaw Brothers , I nc ., 1947) p . 96. 
7 Gertrude Hi ldreth , Allie Lou Felton, Mabel J . Henderson and 
Alice Meighen, Faraway Ports (Philadelphia : John C. Winston 
Company, 1947 ) p . 74. 
8 Barbara Nolen, Fun and Frolic (Boston : D. C. Heath and 
Company, 1947) p . l81 . 
9 William S . Gray and May Hill Arbuthnot , More Streets and 
Roads (New York : Scott, Foresman and Company, 1940} p . 105 . 
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before long Jack could see the green shore of South 
America . 10 
We wil lsee rubber and Brazil nuts on the water front 
at Belem. 11 
Madelon and her father lived in a tiny village , a 
hundred miles or more from Quebec. Her father was a 
guide for men who wished to hunt and fish in the far 
North Woods. 
12 
I n Mexico the people t alk and 
is the country just south of ours . 
Mexic o and Texas is called the Rio 
there are cactus pl ants . 
13 
write Spanish . Mexico 
The river between 
Grande . I n Mexico 
Many bales of cotton are shipped by boats on the 
Mississippi River. 
. 14 
All the day they followed the Great West Road . 
Sometimes they walked along the edge of a steep cliff, 
sometimes between high clay walls , but always down and 
down. At last , the valley of the Yellow River lay 
stretched before them. 
There it is ! There ' s China ' s Sorrow. 15 
Along the Mediterranean coast are trees and flowers 
and great shady parks . This beautiful coast is called 
the French Riviera . 16 
10 Arthur I . Gates , Miriam B. Huber , Celeste C. Peardon and 
Frank S. Salisbury, On Longer Trails (New York : The Mac-
millan Company, 1945) p. 243 . 
11 I bid . , p . 244~ 
12 Jennie Wahlert and Julia Le theld Hahn, Meeting Our NeigQbo~ 
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1942 ) p . 53. 
1 3 Ibid ., p . 94 . 
14 Ibid ., p . 214. 
15 Ibid. , p . 311 . 
16 Myrtle Banks Quinlan, Busy World (Boston : Allyn and Bacon, 
1940 ) p . 119 . 
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It is not light and it is not exactly dark. You 
look at your watch which says it is noon , but here you 
are traveling by starlight. Then you remember that win-
ter darkness began.- in Greenland more than three months 
ago.l7 
In 1654 the 'C ommon Road 1 between Boston and New 
York was started . This 'C ommon Road ' marked the begin-
ning of hundreds of highways in America. 18 
The geographical data secured from the analysis of the te 
third grade readers are analyzed in Chapter IV. 
17 I bid ., p . 292. 
18 I bid ., p . 222. 
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CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OF THE DATA 
For this analysis ten third grade basal readers were 
studied for g eographical content . 
Ea c h book represents a different publishing c ompany and 
is given a letter from A through J. These letters are used 
a s symbo ls fo r the bo oks i n the following tables. 
The ten third grade basal readers anal yzed a cc ording to 
the date of publ ication from the latest to the earliest are: 
A. Betts , Emmett A. and Carolyn M. Welch . Along Friendly 
Roads , ffinerican Book Co., New York , 1948 . 
B . Russell , David R. and Gretchen Wulfing . Friends Far 
and Near , Ginn a nd Co., Boston , 1948. 
C. O' Donnell, Mabe l and Alice Carey . If I Were Going , 
Row, Peterson and Co. , New York, 1948 . 
D. Yoakam, Ge rald , Ka thleen Hester and Louise Abney. 
Children Everywhere , Laidlaw Brother~, Inc., New York , 
1947 . 
E. Hildreth, Gertrude, Allie Lou Felton, Mabel J . Hender-
son and Alice Meighen. Faraway Port s , John c. Win&Dn 
co ., Phil adelphia , 1947 . 
F . Nolen, Barbara . Fun and Frolic, D. c . Heath and Co ., 
Boston, 1947. 
G. Gray, illiam S . and May Hill Arbuthnot . More Stree ts 
and Roads, Scott, Foresman and Co., New York , 1946 . 
H. Gates, Arthu r I., Mir i am B. Huber , Celeste C. eardon 
and Frank S . Salisbury. On Longer Trails , The ~ac­
millan Co., New York , 1945. 
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I. Wal hert , Jennie and Ju ia Lethe l d Hahn . Meeting Our 
Neighbors , Hough t on Mi ,Pf lin Co., Bos ton , 1942. 
J . Qu i l an, Myrtle Banks. Bu s y Worl d, Allyn and Bacon, 
1940. 
Al l of the textbooks were publish ed b e tween 1940 and 
1948: one each i n 1940, 1942, ~945, 1946; three in 1947; and 
three in 1948. All but tnree of the books were published in 
1946 or later. The oldest book was published ten years ago 
and the newest in 1948. 
On the following pages atpear a series of tables which 
will show the amount of geographical material which the books 
contain. 
In Table I the names of 1he four different continents 
appearing in the books are li.ted. Four books out of ten 
speak of continents. Six bool s do not mention any continent s • 
.Afric a is mentioned in three of the books, while North America 
Europe, and South . America are mentioned in only one each. 
TA~LE I 
CONTil\TENTS lVi.ENTIONED IN T ~N THIRD-GRADE BASIC READERS 
Continents ABC DEFGH IJ 
1. Africa X X X 
2. Europe X 
3. No. America X 
4. So. America x 
No. of Different 
Continents in 0 0 1 0 2 1 0 2 0 0 
Each Book 
No. of 
Books 
3 
1 
1 
1 
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~ Table II sh ows the numbe f'> of different continents appear-~ 
II ing in each of the ten books ~ tudied . Two of t he books e~ch I 
I m ntion two cop..t i nents , while two other books mention one eacbJ. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
Th~ - remai ning six books make no reference to any cont i nent . 
TABL ~ II 
THE NUMBER OF DIFFEREN P CONTINENTS MENTIONED 
IN EACH OF THE 'I' EN BOOKS STUDI ED 
Date Bo ok Continents 
1948 Along Frie pdly Road s 0 
1948 Friends Fa OC> and Near 0 
1948 I f I Were Going 1 
1947 Children E verywhere 0 
1947 Faraway Pc rts 2 
1947 Fun and Fr olic 1 
1946 More Stree ts and Roads 0 
1945 On Longer Trails 2 
1942 Meeting Our Neighbors 0 
1940 Busy World 0 
The names of the 23 d i f1erent countries mentioned in the 
ten books are shown in Table III . China is mentioned in 
seven books and America in s~x . Mexico is next highest , and 
appears in four books . Canaca , Franc e , Spain, Holland and 
the United States each are mEntioned in three books, while 
Italy and England are each f<und in two books. In the ten 
I 
I 
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books considered together, thirteen countries are mentioned 
only once . Each one of the ten books ment ions one count ry or 
more. 
TABLE III 
COUNTRIES MENTI ONED I N TEN TH I RD-GRADE BASIC READERS 
No . of 
Country A B c D E F G H I J Books 
1 . America X X X X X X 6 
2 . Brazil X 1 
3. Brittany X 1 
4 . Canada X X X 3 
5. China X X X X X X X 7 
6. Ecuador X 1 
7. England X X 2 
8. France X X X 3 
9. Greenland X 1 
10. Holland X X X 3 
11. Ic eland X 1 
12 . 'I ndia X 1 
13. I reland X 1 
14 . I taly X X 2 
15 . Lapland X 1 
16 . Mexico X X X X 4 
-17. Norway X 1 
18 . Peru X 1 
19. Poland X 1 
20. Russia X 1 
21 . Spain X X X 3 
22 . Swit zerland X 1 
2;j. United States X X X 3 
No. of Different 
Countries in each 
book 3 4 6 6 6 3 2 7 5 7 
In Table I V there is listed the number of different 
countries in each of the ten books studied. Each book makes 
referenc e to two countries or more. Two of the r eaders each 
mention seven countr ies. Six countries are mentioned in 
each of three readers , while the names of five of t he coun-
tries appear in one of the books . 'l'he names of four of the 
23 countries are found in one book. Two of the t en b~oks 
each mention three countries, and one book mentions two . 
TABLE IV 
THE NUMBER OF DIFFERENT COUNTRIES MENTIONED 
IN EACH OF THE TEN BOOKS STUDIED 
Date Book Countries 
1948 Along Friendly Roads 3 
1948 Friends Far and Near 4 
1948 I f I Were Going 6 
1947 Children Everywhere 6 
1947 Far away Ports 6 
1947 Fun and Frolic 3 
1946 Mo re Streets and Roads 2 
1945 On Longer Trails 7 
1942 Meeting Our Neighbors 5 
1940 Busy World 7 
Table V t ells the name s of the cities and towns which 
appear in the books. There are 30 of them wi t h New York City 
being mentioned i n 5 books . Six different cities and t owns 
29. 
'I 
II 
I 11 30 
·-----
I]__ 
=r=· I I are mentioned in two books, while 23 are mentioned in only I I 
one each. 
i TABLE V 
I CITIES AND TOWNS 
II 
MENT I ONED IN TEN THIRD-GRADE BASIC READERS 
II Cities and No. of' 
II Towns A B c D E F G H I J Books 
II 1 . Albany X X 2 
·I 2. Bath, N. H. X 1 
3 . Bel em X 1 
4. Bethlehem X 1 
5 . Boston X X 2 
6. Buffalo X 1 
7. Chicago X 1 
8. Concarneau X 1 
9. Genoa X 1 
10. London X 1 
11. Madrid X 1 
12. Mexico City X X 2 
13. Miami X 1 
14. Monterey X 1 
15. New York City X X X X X 5 
16. Paris X X 2 
17. Philadelphia X 1 
18. Plymouth X 1 
19. Prairie City X 1 
20. Quebec City X 1 
• ~=tee ___l 
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TABLE V (concluded) 
CITIES AND TOWNS NffiNTIONED IN TEN THIRD-GRADE BASIC READERS 
Cities and No . of 
Towns A B c D E F G H I J Books 
22. Rio de Janeiro X 1 
23. Salem X 1 
24. Salt Lake City X 1 
25. San Franc isco X 1 
26. Schenectady X X 2 
27 . st . I ves X 1 
28. Tadoussac X 1 
29. Washington, D.C . X X 2 
30 . Waterloo X 
No . of Different 
Cities & Towns in 4 2 4 3 3 6 0 7 4 7 
Each Book 
The number of different ci ties and towns in eacn of the 
ten books studied is shown in Table VI . There are seven 
cities and towns mentioned in each of two books. One book 
introduces the names of six d i fferent cities and towns. Three 
o:f the readers each mention four cities and towns . Three 
cities and towns are mentioned in each of two books . One 
reader makes reference to two different cities and towns. 
Only one of the ten basi c readers makes no mention of cities 
and towns. 
TABLE VI 
THE l'iUMBER OF DIFFERENT CITIES AND TOWNS .MENT IONED 
IN EACH OF' THE TEN BOOKS STUDIED 
Cities 
Date Book and Towns 
1948 Along Friendly Roads 4 
1948 Friends Far and Near 2 
1948 I f I Were Going 4 
1947 Children Everywhere 3 
1947 Faraway Ports 3 
1947 Fun and Frolic 6 
1946 More Streets and Roads 0 
1945 On Longer Trails 7 
1942 Meet ing Our Neighbors 4 
1940 Busy World 7 
Table VII shows the names of the rivers appearing in the 
ten books studied. The Mississippi is mentioned in two books, 
and the other nine rivers are mentioned in one book each. 
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TABLE VII 
RIVERS MENTIONED IN TEN THIRD-GRADE BASIC READERS 
No . of 
Rivers A B c D E F G H I J Books 
1. Amazon X 1 
2. Black .X 1 
3 . Kentucky X 1 
4 . Mississippi X X 2 
5 . Nile X 1 
6. Missouri X 1 
7. Rio Grande X 1 
8. River Lee X 1 
9. Yellow X 1 
10. Yellowstone X 1 
No. of Different 
Rivers in Each 3 0 1 1 0 2 0 1 2 1 
Book 
Table VIII lists the number of different rivers which 
appear in the ten books studied . One of the books speaks of 
three rivers . Two books each mention two rivers . Each of 
four books refers to only one river . There are three of the 
ten books which make no mention of rivers . 
TABLE VIII 
THE NUNffiER OF DIFFERENT RIVERS MENTIONED 
IN EACH OF THE TEN BOOKS STUDIED 
Date Book Rivers 
1948 Along Friendly Roads 3 
1948 Friends Far and Near 0 
1948 I f' I Were Going 1 
1947 Children Everywhere 1 
1947 Faraway Ports 0 
1947 Fun and Frolic 2 
1946 More Streets and Roads 0 
1945 On Longer Trails 1 
1942 Meeting Our Neighbors 2 
1940 Busy World 1 
In Table I X there is listed the names of' the seventeen 
sections or regions wnich appear in the books studied. 
South is the section mentioned in the most books. It appears 
in six. North and ~ are mentioned in four books. There 
are three sections mentioned in t wo books and eleven sections 
in one book. 
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TABLE I X 
SECTIONS OR REGIONS MEN'l'IONED IN 
TEN THIRD-GRADE BASIC READERS 
Sections No . of 
or Regions A B c D E F G H I J Books 
1 . Bluegrass 
country X 1 
2. East X X 2 
3. Far West X 1 
4. Gr eat Plain s X 1 
5. Middlewest X 1 
6. New England X 1 
7. North X X X X 4 
8 . Northern X 1 
9. North Pole X X 2 
10 . Northwestern 
u.s . X 1 
11. North Woods X 1 
12. South ·.x X X X X X 6 
13 . Southern X X 2 
14. Southeast X 1 
15. Sout h Pole X 1 
16 . Southwest X 1 
17. West X X X X 4 
No . of Different 
Sect ions or Re- 6 7 1 3 2 0 0 3 3 6 
gions in Each 
Book 
The number of different sec tions or regions in the ten 
books studied is given in Table X. One book nentions seven 
sections or regions , while two of the books mention six. 
Three sections or regions are spoken of in three books , and 
two are mentioned in one book. One of the ten books refers to 
but one section or region . There are two of the readers which 
make no mention of sections or regions . 
TABLE X 
THE NUMBER OF DI FFERENT SECTIONS OR REGIONS 
MENTIONED IN EACH OF THE TEN BOOKS STUDIED 
Date Book Sec tions 
or ~ions 
1948 Along Friendly Roads 6 
1948 Friends Far and Near 7 
1948 I f I Were Going 1 
1947 Children Everywhere 3 
1947 Faraway Ports 2 
1947 Fun e.nd Frolic 0 
1946 More Streets and Roads 0 
1945 On Longer Trails 3 
1942 Meeting Our Neighbors 3 
1940 Busy World 6 
The names of the nine states which appear in the ten 
books studied are listed in Table XI. Two states, California 
and Texas, are mentioned in three books. Seven different 
books mention the remaining seven states. 
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'l1.ABLE XI 
STA'l'ES MENTIONED I N TEN THIRD GRADE BASIC READERS 
No . of 
States A B c D E F G H I . J Books 
1. California X X X 3 
2. Colorado X 1 
3. I owa X 1 
4 . Ken tucky X 1 
5. Maine X 1 
6. New Hampshire X 1 
7. New York X 1 
8. Oregon X 1 
9 . Texas X X X ;j 
No. of Different 
Stat es in Each 5 0 0 2 (I 1 1 2 2 0 
Book 
Table XII sh ows the number of d i fferent states in each 
of the ten books studied . The na mes of f ive states appear in 
one book. Three books each mention two states. One state 
is mentioned in each of two books. Four of the ten books do 
not ment ion any sta tes. 
TABLE XII 
rrHE NU\ffiER OF DIFFERENT STATES MENTIONED 
IN EACH OF THE TEN BOOKS STUDIED 
Date Book States 
1948 Along Friendly Roads 5 
1948 Friends Far and Near 0 
1948 I f I Were Going 0 
1947 Chil dren Everywhere 2 
1947 Faraway Ports 0 
1947 Fun and Frolic 1 
1946 More Streets and Roads 1 
1945 On Long~r Trails 2 
1942 Meeting Our Ne i ghbors 2 
1940 Busy World 0 
Table XIII shows the names of the six different mountains 
appearing in the ten books . Five of the books mention moun-
tains . The Rocky 'Mountains are mentioned in two of the books . 
In the ten books considered together , five mountains are men-
tioned only once. 
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TABLE XIII 
MOUN'rAINS MENTIONED IN TEN rrHIRD-GRADE BASIC READERS 
No . of 
Mountains A B c D E F G H I J Books 
1. Black Hills X 1 
2. Green X 1 
3. Iztacuhuatl X 1 
4. Popocatepetl X 1 
5 . Rocky X X 2 
6 . White X 1 
No. of Different 
Mountains in 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 2 2 0 
Each Book 
Table XIV shows the number of different mountains men-
tioned in each of the ten books studied. Two books each 
introduce two mountains . Each of three readers mentions one 
mountain. There are no mountains mentioned in five of the 
books. 
TABLE XIV 
THE NUlVIBER OF DIFFERENT MOUNTAINS MENTIONED 
IN EACH OF THE TEN BOOKS STUDIED 
Date Book Mountains 
1948 Along Friendly Roads 1 
1948 Friends Far and Near 1 
1948 If I Were Going 0 
1947 Children Everywhere 0 
1947 ;Faraway Ports 0 
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TABLE XIV (concluded) 
THE NUMBER OF DIFFERENT MOUNTAINS MENTIONED 
IN EACH OF' rrHE TEN BOOKS S'l'UDIED 
Date Book Mountains 
1947 Fun and Frolic 1 
1946 More Streets and Roads 0 
1945 On Longer Trails 2 
1942 Meet i ng Our Neighbors 2 
1940 Busy World 0 
I n Table XV the names of the bodies of water appearing 
in the ten books are listed. The name of each of the nine 
bodies of water appears in one of four books. 
TABLE XV 
BODIES OF WATER W~NTIONED IN TEN THIRD-GRADE BASIC READERS 
Bodies of' No.of' 
Water A B c D E F G H I J Books 
1. Great Lakes X 1 
2. Lake Chapala X 1 
3. Lake Tezcuco X 1 
4 . Mediterranean Sea X 1 
5. Monterey Bay X 1 
6. Pacific Ocean X 1 
7. San Francisco Bay X 1 
8 . South China Sea X 1 
9. Zuider Zee X 1 
No. of' Different 
Bodies of Water ~ 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3 1 
Book 
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In Table XVI the number of different bodies of water 
which appear in the ten books are listed. The nine bodies 
of water are mentioned in four out of the ten books . Two of 
the books speak of three bodies of water . One book mentions 
two , while one of the readers mentions but one body of water . 
The remaining six books make no mention of bodies of water. 
TABLE XVI 
THE NUMBER OF DIFFERENT BODIES OF WATER 
MENTIONED IN EACH OF THE TEN BOOKS STUDIED 
Bodies 
Date Book of Water 
1948 Along Friendly Roads 3 
1948 Friends Far and Near 0 
1948 If I Were Going 0 
1947 Children Everywhere 0 
1947 Faraway Ports 0 
1947 Fun and Frolic 0 
1946 More Streets and Roads 0 
1945 On Longer Trails 2 
1942 Meeting Our Neighbors 3 
1940 Busy World 1 
The names of the five islands which are mentioned in the 
ten books are shown in Table XVII. I celand and the South Sea 
Islands appear in one of the readers . The Hawaiian I slands , 
Trinidad and Greenland appear in one book each . 
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TABLE XVII 
ISLANDS ~ffiNTIONED IN TEN THIRD-GRADE BASIC READERS 
No . of 
Islands A B c D E F G H I J Books 
1. Greenland X 1 
2. Hawaiian X 1 
3. Iceland X 1 
4. South Sea X 1 
5. Trinidad X 1 
No. of Dif-
ferent Is- 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 
lands in Each 
Book 
Table XVIII shows the number of islands i n each of the 
ten books studied. Four books out of the ten mention islands. 
One book mentions two, while three of the books mention one 
each. The remaining six books do not mention any islands . 
TABLE XVIII 
THE NUNffiER OF DIFF~RENT ISLANDS MENTIONED 
IN EACH OF THE TEN BOOKS STUDIED 
Date Book I slands 
1948 Along Friendly Roads 0 
1948 Fri ends Far and Near 2 
1948 If I Were Going 0 
1947 Children Everywhere 0 
1947 Faraway Ports 1 
0 
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TABLE XVIII (Concluded ) 
THE NUMBER OF DIFFERENT ISLANDS MENTIONED 
IN EACH OF THE TEN BOOKS STUDIED 
Date 
1946 
1945 
1942 
1940 
Book I slands 
More Streets and Roads Q 
On Longer Trails 1 
Meeting Our Neighbors 0 
Busy World 1 
Table XIX lists the names of eight miscellaneous geogra-
phical place s mentioned in the ten books studied . These place 
are not listed i n any other table in the s tudy. ~ ~, 
Telegraph Hill and the Winnebago Lands appear in one book . 
The African De s e rt and the English moors are mentioned in 
another b ook. The French Riviera and Yellowstone National 
Park appear in a third book . The Bad Lands are mentioned in 
one of the readers. 
1 . 
2 . 
~. 
4 . 
5 . 
TABLE XI X 
MISCELLANEOUS GEOGRAPHICAL PLACES W~NTIONED I N 
TEN TH IRD GRADE BASIC READERS 
No . of 
Plac es A B c D E F G H I J Books 
African d e sert X 1 
Bad Lands X 1 . 
En glish moors X 1 
Fr ench Riviera X 1 
Rita Pass X 1 
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TABLE XIX (concluded) 
MISCELLANEOUS GEOGRAPHICAL PLACES ~lliNTIONED IN 
TEN THIRD-GRADE BASIC READERS 
Places 
No. of' 
A B C D E F G H I J Books 
6. Telegraph Hill x 
7. Winnebago Lands x 
8 . Yellows tone 
National Park 
No. of Different 
X 
Geog . Places in 3 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 
Each Book 
1 
1 
1 
Table XX lists the number of miscellaneous geographical 
places in each of the ten books studied. Four out of the 
ten books mention places . Three different places are spoken 
of in one bo ok , while two o t her books speak of' two places . 
One book mentions but one geographical place . I n six out of' 
ten bo oks there is no mention made of miscellaneous geogra-
phical places. 
TABLE XX 
THE NUMBER OF MISCELLANEOUS GEOGRAPHICAL PLACES 
IN EACH OF THE TEN BOOKS STUDIED 
Date 
1948 
1948 
1948 
1947 
Books 
Along Friendly Roads 
Friends Far and Near 
I f I Were Going 
Children Eve rywhere 
Places 
0 
2 
0 
44 
TABLE.XX (concluded) 
THE NUMBER OF MISCELLANEOUS GEOGRAPHICAL PLACES 
IN EACH OF THE TEN BOOKS STUDIED 
Date Books Places 
1947 Faraway Ports 0 
1947 Fun and Frolic 1 
1946 More Streets and Roads 0 
1945 On Longer Trails 0 
1942 Meeting Our Neighbors 0 
1940 Busy World 2 
Table XXI shows the words of geographical significance 
found in each of the ten books studied . I n this table the 
books are arranged according .to the number of words in each 
from the highest to the lowest. 'l'here is a range of from 
48 words in. the book Along Fr.i. endly Roads , by Emmett Betts 
and Carolyn Welch, to 29 words in If I Were Go~ng, by Mabel 
O' Donnell and Alice Carey. A total number of 369 words were 
found in the ten books with an average of' about 37 words to 
the book. There are 105 different words of geographical 
significance mentioned in the ten readers . 
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TABLE XXI 
THE TEN THIRD GRADE BASIC READERS ARRANGED ACCORDING 
TO THE NU~ffiER OF WORDS OF GEOGRAPHICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE IN EACH 
Publisher Title Words 
1. American Book Along Friendly Roads 48 
2 . Macmillan On Longer Tr ails 46 
3. Houghton Mifflin Meeting Our Neignbors 44 
4. Ginn Friends Far and Near 40 
5. Allyn & Bacon Busy World 35 
6. Laidlaw Children Everywhere 32 
7 . Winston Faraway Ports 32 
8. Scott, Foresman More Streets and Roads 32 
.9. Heath Fun and Frolic 31 
10. Row Peterson I f I Were Going 29 
Table XXI I.shows the words of geographical significan ce 
arranged alphabe t ically. The table lists the number of books 
in which each word appears and also the number of differen t 
words in each book. 
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TABLE XXII 
WORDS OF GEOGRAPH ICAL SI GNIFICANCE 
ARRANGED ALPHABETICALLY 
No. of 
Words A B c D E F G H I J Books 
Americ an X X 2 
Az tec s X 1 
bamboo X 1 
bank X X X X X 5 
bay X X 2 
beach X X X X X 1:::: v 
boulders X 1 
bushes X X 2 
brooks X X X X X 5 
c actus X 1 
c anals X 1 
c anyons X 1 
Chinese X X •2 
cities X X X X X X X X X X 10 
clay X X X X 4 
clearing X 1 
cliff X X X X 4 
c limate X 1 
c oas t X X 2 
coral reef X 1 
co rnf i eld X X X X X 5 
cotton fields X X 2 
c reek X 1 
country X X X X X X X 7 
desert X X X X X X 6 
Dutch X X 2 
earth X X X X X X X 7 
English X X X X 4 
Eskimo X X 2 
field X X X X X X X X X 9 
fog X X X X X 5 
forest X X X X X X X X 8 
French Canadian X 1 
I 
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TABLE XXII (continued) 
WORDS OJ? GEOGRAPHIC AL SIGNI FICANCE 
ARRANGED ALPHiillET IC ALLY 
No . of 
Words A B c D E F G H I J Books 
gravel X X 2 
harbor X X X X X 5 
highland X 1 
highways X X X X X X 6 
hills X X X X X X X X 8 
I ndian X X X X X X X X 8 
inland X X 2 
inlet X 1 
I rish X 1 
jungle X X X 3 
lake X X X X X X X X 8 
lane X X X X 4 
Lapps X 1 
ledge X 1 
lowland X X X X 4 
niague y X 1 
map X X X 3 
marsh X 1 
meadows X X X X X 5 
Mexican X X X X 4 
minerals X 1 
moors X 1 
mount ains X X X X X X X X 8 
oc ean X X X X X X 6 
orchard X X X X 4 
pasture X X X X X X X 7 
path X X X X 4 
peat X 1 
Pilgrims X X 2 
plains X X 2 
plants X 1 
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TABLE LXII (continued) 
WORDS OF GEOGRAPHIC AL SIGNIF'ICANCE 
ARRANGED ALPHABETICALLY 
No . of 
Words A B c D E F G H I J Books 
Polish X 1 
pond X X X X X X 6 
pool X X X 3 
potato fields X 1 
prairie X X X X 4 
rain X 1 
range X X 2 
rice fields X X 2 
river X X X X X X X X X X 10 
river bed X 1 
roads X X X X X X X 7 
rocks X X X X X X X X 8 
rolling hills X 1 
sagebrush X l 
sand X X X 3 
sea X X X X X X X 7 
seac oas t X l 
seashore X X X 3 
sea wall X 1 
shore X X X X X X X 7 
slope X 1 
Spaniards X 1 
Spanish X X X 3 
springs X X X X X X 6 
stones X 1 
storm X 1 
streams X X X X X 5 
swamp X X X 3 
Swiss X 1 
tide X l 
tornado X 1 
towns X X X X X X X 7 
trails X X X X X 5 
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TABLE XXII ( cone luded ) 
WORDS OF GEOGRAPH ICAL SIGNIFI CANCE 
ARRANGED ALPHABETICALLY 
No. of' 
Words A B c D E F G H I J Books 
valley X X X X X X 6 
village X X X X X X X X 8 
waterfalls X 1 
waterways X 1 
wheat fields X X X 3 
woods X X X X X X X X 8 
world X X X X X 5 
Zuni Indians X 1 
Total 46 39 28 32 31 29 31 45 40 35 
Note: x means that the word appears in the book 
Table XXIII lists the words appearing most frequently 
in the books . Words which appear in less than five books are 
not listed . The words cities and river are mentioned in all 
of the ten books. 
=====F====~=~=-==================================================~======== 
TABLE XXIII 
WORDS OF GEOGRAPHICAL SI GNIFICANCE APPEARING 
MOST FREQUENTLY IN FI VE OR MORE OF THE 
TEN THI RD-GRADE BASIC READERS 
No . of 
Words Books 
1. cities 10 
2 . river 10 
3 . field 9 
4. forest 8 
5. hills 8 
6 . I ndian 8 
7. lake 8 
8. mountains 8 
9 . rocks 8 
10 . village 8 
11. woods 8 
12. country 7 
1~. earth 7 
14. pasture 7 
15 . roads 7 
16. sea 7 
17 . shore 7 
18. towns 7 
19. desert 6 
20 . highways 6 
21. ocean 6 
22 . pond 6 
23 . springs 6 
24. valley 6 
25 . bank 5 
26. beach 5 
27 . brooks 5 
28 . cornfield 5 
29. fog 5 
30. meadows 5 
31. streams 5 
~2. trails 5 
33. world 5 
In Table XXIV the proper names and other words of geo-
graphical significance found in the ten readers are combined . 
The books are listed according to the date of publication 
,_.' , . 
'·· ·; . ~.: , .n :J' ._:·.J. . . ·f. 
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from the latest to the earliest. There is a range of from 
76 words in the reader , Along Friendly Roads, published by 
American Book Company, to ££ words in the reader , More Streetf 
and Roads , by Scott , Foresman&Company. A total of 548 words 
of geographical significance appears in the ten books studied. 
This means an average of 55 words to each book. 
I n the ten readers there are ~ proper names and 1££ 
other words of geographical significance , making a total of 
~ different words. 
Date 
1948 
1948 
1948 
1947 
1947 
1947 
1946 
1945 
1942 
1940 
TABLE XXIV 
PROPER NAMES AND THE OTHER WORDS OF 
GEOGRAPHICAL SIGNIFICANCE CO~ffiiNED 
Publisher Book 
American Book Along Friendly Roads 
Ginn Friends Far and Near 
Row Peterson I f I Were Going 
Laidlaw Children Everywhere 
Winston Faraway Ports 
Heath Fun and Frolic 
Scott, Foresman More Streets and Roads 
Macmillan On Longer Trails 
Houghton Mifflin Me eting Our Neighbors 
Allyn and Bacon Busy World 
Words 
76 
56 
44 
47 
46 
46 
35 
73 
65 
60 
548 
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CHAPTER V 
RESUL'rS AND CONCLUSIONS 
, Ten of the most currently used third grade basal readers 
were analyz ed to d e termine geographical c ontent . These books 
were published between 1940 and 1948. Three of the books were 
pub lished in 1948 ; three in 1947; and one each in 1946, 1945, 
1942 a nd 1940. 
There was not much variation in the number of word s of 
ge og raphical c ontent a ppearing in the ten book s . The bo oks 
showed a rang e of from 75 words to 35 different words . There 
was a total of 548 geographic a l words used at least once in 
all ten basal readers . This was an average of 55 w~ds to 
each book . There were 2 26 different geographical words ap-
, 1 pearing . 
The words citie s and river were mentioned in all ten 
books . 
Four out of the ten books spoke of continents . Afric a 
was the c ontinent mentioned in the most books . Two of the 
books each spoke o f two continents out of the four listed . 
Two other bo oks men tioned one each . 
There we r e 23 different c ountries mentioned in the ten 
b ooks . China was t he country mentioned in the most books 
and America was sec ond . China appeared i n 7 books and America 
~========JFI ==i=n==6=. ======================-=5=3=-============================~======= 
Two books spoke of seven countries out of the twenty-three 
Three books mentioned six of t he twenty-three countries. Each 
one of the ten books mentioned one country or more. 
The names of thirty different cities and towns were men-
tioned in the ten books. New York City appeared in five books. 
In the ten books considered together twenty-three different 
cities and towns were mentioned only once. 
Two readers named seven cities and tovms out of the 
thirty mentioned. Only one book did not mention a city or a 
town . 
There were the names of ten rivers appearing in the 
book s . The Mississippi River was mentioned in two readers , 
and the other nine river•s were mentioned in one book each . 
One reader spoke of three rivers. Tv."O books each men-
tioned two rivers . Each of four books referred to only one 
river. Three books made no mention of rivers . 
Out of the seventeen different sections or regions appear-
ing in the ten readers , South was the section ment i oned_in 
the most books . I t appeared in six. 
One book mentioned seven different sections or regions . 
Two books mentioned six. Thr ee sections or regions were 
spoken of in three ·books , and two were mentioned in one book . 
One of the ten books referred to but one section or region . 
There were two of the readers which made no mention of sections 
or regions. 
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The names of nine different states were spoken of in the 
ten books. Two states , California and Texas, were mentioned 
in three of the books. One book mentioned five different 
states . Two bo oks mentioned one each. 
Four of the books did not mention any states . 
In the ten books the names of six different mountains 
were listed. Five of the books had the names of mountains in 
them. The Rocky Mountains appeared in two of the books. Each 
of three readers mentioned one mountain . 
Two books each named two mountains. Five of the books 
did not mention mountains . 
The names of nine different bodies of water appeared in 
the ten books. The nine bodies of water were mentioned in 
four out of the ten books . Two of the books spoKe of three 
bodies of water . One book mentioned two , while one of the 
readers mentioned but one body of water . The remaining six 
books mad e no mention of bodies of water . 
Four books out of ten had the names of five islands i n 
them. One book gave the names of two , while three books each 
spoke of one . Six books did not mention any islands. 
Eight miscellaneous geographica l places were rentioned 
in four of the ten books. One book named three geographical 
place s , while another book spoke of two . One geographical 
place was mentioned in one book, while yet another reader 
mentioned two. Six of the books made no mention of places. 
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The three books which had the moat types of references 
and other words of geograph ical significance combined were 
published 1948 , 1945 and 1942 . 
I t would seem from this $udy that about the same amount 
of material appeared in the books of earlier copyright dates 
as appeared in the later books . 
The references which appeared in the most books were: 
Africa , China , New York City , Mississippi River , South, Cali-
forni a , Texas and Rocky Mountains . 
Many of the stories would not be especially meaningful 
to children unless they knew something about the location and 
the environmental features of the regions introduced which 
would need the use of maps and p i c tures to make them clear to 
children. 
Since basal readers s eem to be 11 part and parcel•' of most 
school systems , it would naturally follow that teachers in 
the schools should use them as r eal aids in a modern activity 
program. 
This study has shown that there is available material in 
basal readers which could be and should be correlated with the 
Social Studie s . I t is valuable to know the geographical con-
tent of basal readers when planning a curriculum. 
I t might make an interesting study to examine basal reade 
used in the fourth , fifth and sixth grades to find out the 
amount of geographical cont ent the books contain and to compar 
res ent stud and with each other . 
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